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Leading International Artist Featured at the Cleveland Museum of Art 
Aernout Mik in First U.S. Museum Exhibition 


CLEVELAND (July 1, 2003) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) will present the first solo exhibition in the 
United States by Amsterdam-based artist in his self-titled exhibition Aernout Mik. The exhibition will open July 

13 and remain on view until Nov. 16, 2003. The exhibition features two of Mik’s most recent films, Park (2002) 
and Pulverous (2003) and is the second exhibition in the museum’s new Project 244 series. Admission to this 
exhibition and the museum is free. 

Director Katharine Lee Reid notes “Aernout Mik continues the museum’s commitment to bring new and 
exciting contemporary exhibitions by artists of our time to the museum. Following last summer’s view into the 
recent history of moving images in art, Into the Light: The Projected Image in American Art, 1964-1977, this 
exhibition offers a key contemporary use of the video medium. Mik’s insightful and probing work will challenge 
and stimulate all of us.” 

Born in Groningen in the Netherlands in 1962, Aernout Mik originally trained as a sculptor and now 
produces environments that combine projected images with architectural installations. Mik’s unorthodox works 
appear to violate all conventions regarding cinematic structure and technique. There is no clear story line, no 
beginning or end, no plot and pointedly, no resolution. What he offers instead is a contemporary analysis of group 
behavior that communicates by defying and denying narrative integrity. 

According to Jeffrey D. Grove, Ph.D., the museum’s curator of contemporary art, “over the past decade, 
Aernout Mik has shaped an intriguing hybrid of sculpture, installation, performance and projected images. 
Combining the sculptor’s interest in mass and space, the anthropologist’s interest in gesture and the sociologist’s 
investigation of group dynamics, Mik constructs scenarios that invite viewers to question their on perceptions.” 

Visitors encountering Mik’s projections are introduced to striking scenes where some disordered event 
appears to be in progress or recently concluded. Located in public spaces—situations where behavior is often 
shaped by group dynamics or imposed by institutional forces—these sequences are further defined by the degree to 
which individual actors conform to or violate social expectations. 

In both Park (2002) and Pulverous (2003), certain characters proceed mechanically through their motions 
with palpable disregard for their environment and no apparent rationale for their behavior. Characters interact, yet 
portray no emotional connection to one another. More often, they appear oblivious or indifferent. Their actions are 
not framed in traditional quick-cuts, close-ups, or long shots and perhaps most importantly, there is no dialogue— 


no sound whatsoever. 
(more) 


CMA/ Aernout Mik Exhibition — 2 


Park (2002) is a digital video on a DVD that will be rear-projected onto a 6x9-foot screen located outside 
the entrance of gallery Project 244. This work depicts disparate groups congregating in the space around a large 
tree, engaging in sometimes lively, sometimes lethargic behavior. The scene has a classic three-part structure. In 
the foreground, the occasional person or dog wanders by; in the middle ground, a group of men commune in a 
mysterious, joint activity; in the background, an ad hoc mosh pit—alternately energized and exhausted group— 
dances its way around the tree. At once ecstatic and intimidating, the difficult to discern film may depict a milieu 
of happy revelers or a menacing melee, an environmental rally or a community of homeless. 

Pulverous (2003) is installed inside gallery Project 244 and is comprised of three digital videos on hard 
discs synchronized to create a continuous 5x20-foot panoramic image. In this work, a random group of individuals 
listlessly yet methodically destroys the contents of a well-stocked market. Mincing, shredding and otherwise 
obliterating foodstuffs and dried goods, the characters are involved in a joint yet individual quest. 

Both Park (2002) and Pulverous (2003), like all works by Mik, systematically examine and challenge 
viewers’ assumptions of what constitutes “expected” behavior. Removing all focus from the individual and 
submitting the dynamics of group behavior to intense scrutiny, Mik questions the power of individual identity and 
free will. Through close observation, truth is revealed not through dialogue, but through gesture, which reveals so 
much about our public and private personas. 

Rapidly being recognized internationally as one of the most important artists of his generation, Mik was 
the recipient of the prestigious Heinikenprize in 2002 and his work has been shown widely in Europe and Asia. 
This year he will also be featured in one-person shows at the BildMuseet, Umea Universitat, Umea, Sweden, Frac 
Champagne-Ardenne, Reims, France and Caixa Forum, Barcelona, Spain. His work will also be included in the 
Istanbul Biennial, Istanbul, Turkey and Outlook, Athens, Greece. 

Project 244 is supported in part by an anonymous gift. The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating 
support from the Ohio Arts Council and the Institute of Museum and Library Services. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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